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(3) IA: Results of Internet Search/l7ilanl2 . 
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(12) IA: Results of Interview of MiHMH 

2oaanl2. .. (Copy All) 

(13) IA: Reaulte of Interrogation of X/RICH! 
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(111) Statement o£ ■■■■■■■■■■■924 Janl2 ... (Copy All) 

(112) ZA: Results of Device Examination/ 19 Janl2. . . (Copy All) 

(113) XA< Results of Digital Media Analyais/24Janl2. . . (Copy All) 

(114) ZAi Results of Device Examinacion/i9Janl2. . . (Copy All) 


BXECUTIVS SUMMARY 

2. This investigation was initiated a£ter a video was posted on the 
Internet apparently depicting four Marines urinating on enemy 
corpses. Widespread media attention ensued and reeulced in senior 
U.s. and Afghan government officials publicly condemning the acts of 
deaeoration depicted. Investigative efforts id entified t he 
individu als depicted as ■■■■■■ft X/ RICHARDS , ■■■■■ and 
■■■ and that the video was produced during a mission conducted 
in Afghanistan on 27Julll, by alemence primarily drawn from Third 
Battalion, Second Marine Regiment (3/2) . Photograph and video files 
were recovered from electronic media of a Marina unassociatad with 
the mission, but who had deployed with 2/2. A review of the files 
resulted in the discovery of a high quality version of the urination 
video, as wa ll as apparent "tro phy" photographs depicting ■■■■■■■ 
X/RXCHARDS, ■■■■■) and flPHBftpoaing behind the corpses 

which were depicted in the urination video. All mission participant* 
ware identified and interrogated. Roue of the participants admitted 
to engaging in or witnessing the aces. Numerous individuals 
positively identified the subjects as being dapicted in the video 
and/or "trophy- photographs. All of the subjects of this 
investigation declined to waive their rights or make a statement. 
Numerous items of electronic media were seized) however, forensic 
examinations remain on-going. Investigation identified the Internet 
webeite YouTUbe aa the likely location of the first video posting. A 
DODIG subpoena was obtained end served to YouTube's owner. Google, 
Incorporated, in an attempt to identify the individual who posted the 
video to the Internet; however, results remain pending. 


NARRATIVE 

1. This reactive Investigation pertains to suspected violations of 
Article 92 (Failure to obey order or regulation) , of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice. 

2^This investigation was initiated on HJanl2, after ■■■■■■■ 
^■ftuSMC. Deputy Staff Judge Advocate. II MBF. Camp Lejeune, NC, 
reported a video depicting what appeared to be four Marines ur ina ting 
on dead enemy combatants in Afghanistan was posted on multiple 
Internet websites. Maftftferequested NC3S initiate an 
Investigation relative to potential Law of Armed Confliee violations. 


&€> 


3. NCI3 subsequently located the urination video on the Internet. 
Initially, the urination video was found to have been uploaded to the 
lnC8 *3ie^ideo-sharing website •YouTUbe.com'' (YouTube) by YouTube 
U88r lOJania. However, additional online searches 

revealed the urination vi deo wag likely first posted to YouTube by 
YouTube on lOJania. Of note, YouTube user 

account ■■■HBHftMftwas created on 10Janl2, and the urination 
video was the only video uploaded before the account was deactivated* 
on 10Janl2 . Preservation requaee letters were forwarded eo YouTube's 
owner, Google. Incorporated, which requested YouTube preserve 
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Information relative to the aforementioned user accounts . Exhibits 
(1) through (4) pertain. 


4. A Department of Defense Inspector General subpoena was obtained 
and subsequently ser ved to Google in an attest to identify 

The results of the service of the subpoena 
remain pending. Exhibit (5) pertains. 

f ”•■■■■■■■■■■■* OSMC, former Commanding Officer, Third 
Battalion, Second Marine Regiment (3/2), Camp Lejeune, we, was 
interviewed, wherein he advised he had viewed the urination video and 
recognised three of the individuals depicted as 
and x/RicHARDS . reported he was unsure as to the 

identitj^^tha fourth individuals ue related it may have hcen'VPH) 
USMC. M^^HHIAidvised 3/2 had deployed to 
Afghanistan from March to September a oil and he thought the video had 
been token during the deployment. {■■■■■■tlcacribed hie 
implementation of the Ethical Warrior Program for 3 / 2 , which 
perta^edto how he expected 3/2 to eonduot itself while deployed. 
"^■■■Mfesxplained he often used the term "lone voice* when 
talking to members of the battalion regarding when they should "do 
what is right even whan no one is looking." ■■■MMftpravided a 
voluntary written sworn statement describing his knowledge of the 
urination video and 3/3 's deployment. Exhibits (S) and ( 7 ) pertain. 

f* ,.^ ni interviews 0 f 3/2 command leadership personnel resulted 
sSoS'snim!^!? 6 ° f in£orraaclon regarding typical employment of 
urinati^ vfn ° n v. P * r8 ! nB * 1 M Wel1 80 information indicating the 
may have been produced during a miesion conducted in 

v X/RICHARDS were identified 

as being depicted in the video. The fourth individual dapicted in 

r i dentif ied as possibly a Marine whose laat name started 

with t he latter fh Additionall y, ones command was aware of the 

USMC, reportedly indicated his 

pertains 1 *** PlaC °° n tea,a wa8 ""* oeiat#d the video. Exhibit (B) 


It 


3p.ciflc .Ily, MM*.. thS pi-too. 

x/Rieuannc ^ dent ^ £ ^ ed * e Platoon Sergeant; and 

X/RICHARDS was identified as the Team Leader for Team Pour of the 

TV ? COtt ? le " r ° Ster o£ P«r«onn.l a..ig„ ad ” cS JlaeoS at 

»e S i * d< ’ ployraant ' “ w « 11 ” » roster of personnel 

M U ,;^r P :«:L? owl ' tl<> " ° i th ’ «*• 

S. An anon ymous tip was racaived by NCIS wherein MHBAand 

®”"™~®™**re identified by the tipetex as being deeicted in 
urination video. Exhibit (lo) pertains. aepieted in the 

9. An interrogation of 

aaa c ° r fr ?• ^ **« 

^■■■■MIMeclined to provide permissive authorization to conduct 
a property. The interrogation’ wa* audio and video 
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recorded. Bxhibica (li) and ( 12 ) pertain. 

10. An Interrogation of X/RICHARDS was attempted? however, 

X/RICHARDS declined to waive his Article 31(b) rights or make a 
statement. x/rxchaRDS declined to provide permissive authorization 
to conduct searches of his property. The interrogation was audio and 
video recorded. Exhibit (13) pertains-. 


11. An interrogation ofMttHBPvas attempted; tavir.MBHP 
declined to waive his Article 31(b) rights or make a statement. The 
interrogation was audio and video recorded. Exhibit ( 14 ) perealns. 


12. An interrogation of VPHHHMwas attempted; however, 
decline^o waive his Article 31(b) rights or make a statement. 
MHMIfcieclined to provide permissive authorisation to conduct 
searchee of his property. The interrogation waa audio and video 
recorded. Exhibit (13) pertains. 


13. Information was developsd indicating the urination video was 
likely produced during a mission conducted by elements of Scout 
Sniper Platoon on 27Julll. The mission was described as a 
"eniper/tank integrated operation" focused on tbs village of Sandala, 
which was located just south of Patrol Bass 7171. The mission w as 
noteworthy due to the recovery of the remains of the enemy killed in 
action. Exhibit ( 16 ) pertains. 



li^Aftej^dviaemBne and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights, MP» 

osmc. Te am Four, Scout Sniper Platoon, 3/2, was 
interrogated. ■PHMMwas on the tnieeion during which the 
urination video was produced; however, MHMMMMA denied any 
knowledge of the video or the ac es depicted therein until ha viewed 
lx on the news. Bed he had seen a still shot of 

the video on the ne ws on llJenia, wherein he identified) 

X/RICHARDS, MHHHiMuu! MMMfcu being depleted. Mot 
dascribedthe mission during which the video was produced. 
HHMp^ 'OVided a voluntary written sworn statement describing his 
knowledge of the mission and the video. The interrogation was audio 
and video recorded. Exhibit ( 17 ) pertains. 

is^Afce^adviBemsnt and waiver of his Article 31 (b) rights', fpMt 

T aara Pour, Scout Sniper Platoon, 3/2, was 
interrogated. ^■MMMuas on the mission du ring which the 
urination video waa produced; however, VFMBMMfenieially denied 
any knowledge of the video or' the acte dapicecd therein 

dur^h^h°rx t0 ;f“ mi0alon :' •^■■•described the miesion 
U,, , h | h th e video was p roduced. After the mission, but while 
still deployed, ^MMMMMadvised he viewed the video on the 
counter of a Marins* identified only as who be described ss 

a white male, cither a LCpl or Cpl, and an Engineer. 

“£r««OTOT”x/M^ s ! h ^ii^1SlOT t 'iiS^^i» 

th ‘ <» <»'««< i..^K53r 

d-?.7iV a? L not provide any additional 

details regarding phe confrontation. MIHiMiMteelsesd he knew he 
should have reported hia knowledge of the acts depicted in the video; 
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however, he wm concerned about: the consequences 

ot doing so. MMMBMMndlcated the likely outcome if he had 
reported the aces would have resulted in the dieaaneling of Scout 
Sniper Platoon, MMHHBHMteclinad to provide a voluntary written 
sworn statement. The interrogation was audio and video recorded. 
Exhibit (ib) pertains. 

as described by MMMBBB* was identified astBM* 
ItUSMC, Second Combat eng ineer Battalion, Camp Lejaunc, 

MfC. Initial contact with WBHH^revea led he had possibly seen and 
possessed the urination video while on deployment to Afghanistan. 
After subs equent advisemene and waiver of hie Article 31(b) righes, 
•■■■■^was interrogated, CVHBHBhdvised he may have seen and 
possessed the video while on deployment, and that he may have 
received the video as a result of s haring pho tographs and videos with 
othej^tarines on deployment, which MBBHl^indicatcd was customary. 
MPHMHBdenied any knowledge relative eo who produced the video but 
he did ident ify one of t he individuals depicted in the video as 

VHHHPprovided permissive authorization to search an 
excemal hard dr ive, which waa subsequently seised by NCIS. A re- 
interrogation of BHi^BIBwaa attempted; however, fBBIMM*declinad 
to waive his Article 31(b) righte or make a statement. Exhibits ( 19 ) 
through (21) pertain. 

17. Preliminary results of examination of BMBBBMexternal hard 
drive revealed numerous videos and photographs depicting Marines 
apparently on deployment to Afghanistan. * One particular file folder 
contained photographs and video files ‘specific to the mission during 
which the urination video was produced. A high-quality, uncensored 
video file which depicted the urination acts was discovered. 

Apparent "trophy’ photographs were discovered depicting Marines 
posing with rifles behind the same corpses as shown in the video. 
Thre^o^the "trophy" photographs show <■■■■■■% X/RICHARDS, 
®i^HBBi^and MBBMpoal ng be hind the corpses. Throe ocher 
"trophy" photographs show —bin the place of Mfe wherein 
VMlHIAis holding B^H^HI*(istinctive rifle. The corpses do not 
appear to have been urinated on in the’ "trophy" photographs. Ocher 
video and photograph files pertaining to the mission, to include 
helmet camera footage taken by (pBBHHind were 

also discovered^^^review of the mission related footage and other 
data from i^^MH^fcexcernal hard drive remains pending. Exhibits 
(22) through (24) pertain. 

l^^Afteradvisame^ and waiver of his Article 31(b) righes, MB* 
— *USM, Scou t Sniper Platoon, 3/2, was 
interrogated, BHMBHBBBb'ae on the mission during which the 
urination video was produced as a Corpsman; however, MMIHIBH* 
denied eny knowledge of the video or the acts dep icted therein until 
it wea publicized via the media. MBBBBBMBdaacribed the 
mission during which the video was produced. 
identified SMBMM^X/rickaros; WMMandBBBig being 
depicte^nthe video. Before the end of the deployment, 
•■^^^^^lated he heard unidentified individuals talking aboue 
X/RICHARDS -and "something with the bodiee." MHBMBM*declined 
to provide e voluntary written sworn statement; however, he related 
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ha would conaidar providing a statemen t la tha future. During a 

write!!"!!* «°«aoc wlch ^M*** 11 * again declined to previda a 
written statement. tMBHHaBPprovided permissive authorization 
to conduct searches of his proparty, wherein multiple items of 
e actxonio madia ware seised. Tha results of examination of the 
aforementioned electronic madia remain pending. Exhibits (as) 
through (as) pertain. 

IS. *n interrogation of (■■■■has attempted; however, OTMI 
deolined w waive his Article 31(b) rights or make a statement; 
^^^Wieclinod eo provide permiesive authorisation to conduct 
searches of his property. The interrogation was audio and vidao 
recorded. Exhibits (2d) and (30) pertain. 

20^A£t«^dv±sement and waiver of hia Article 31(b) rights. 
■■■■■■■■^^^■^OSt^Combined Anti-Atmor Team, 3/a, was 

,> ^™“* VaS on rh « miBsion during which the 
^i»Vi^^rtld«o was produced •« an Assaultman; however, W 
nrniiilIWi '"Iflfc lenied any knowledge of the video or the acta depicted 
thereij^incil shortly before being interrogated by sets, gap 

descr ibed the mission duri ng which tbs video ’wae produced 
unidentified ■■■■» X/JUCKARDS, «■■■■* and 
, 11 boin 3 depicted in the video. an^^^^^Bprovided a 

voluntary written sworn statement describia^i^Sowledge of the 

J* d !?’ incarro S acion was audio and video 
recorded. Exhibit (31) pertaine. 

31. After advise ment and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights, 

. PSMC, Exec utive Officer, Kilo Conpany, 3/2 was 

t « the miss ion durto g which ihe 

urination video was produced; however, •^■■■■Adenied anv 

knowledge o^h^ct. depicted until he became ew.re of the video on 
•■■■AudMMis being depicted in the video. 

T —— *—*« ■« *» »■" »««>« 

f^ 01 * ch * th.c were tecovorad fronmeAeai .xtern .1 

Whe j* 111 i^**i**^was able to describe mission 

!° r a ° tian3 de P lcced - Additionally, 
«""J"^^^*Pine^H^ideographer o£ th# urination video was 
■^■■■kvoiaa hi * °Pi®i on 00 his recognition of 

r£i2 . ,M *" oe >*■**»**>•• 

a ^^ iV ? r ° f hla A*' 1 ® 18 31 (b) rights, 

“?"C . ath Engineer support Battalion, Camp Lejeune, 

.ju^SKSS y,SarL2 2L2* 

du f ins which ch ® vida ° **• 

interrogation was audio and video recorded. Exhibit (appertains. 
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23^A<teradvla«m«nt and waiver of his Article 11(b) rights. 

USHC, Team Pour, Scout Sniper Platoon, 3 / 2 ! was 
interrogated. ■■■■■■■ was. on the mission during which the 
urination video was produced; however, ■■^■■■ptfenied any 
knowledge of the video or the aeta depic ted therein until it was 
publicized on television, ■■ — MBPBe scrlbed the mission during 
which the v ideo was pr oduc ed, — ■i den tified 

X/RIChards, MH»and mammas being depicted in the video. 
After viewing the video during the interrogation, 
indicat ed the vldeograp her may have been either ! 

■■■■■■based on the vldeographer* s voice. 
■■^•provided a voluntary written sworn statement describing his 
knowledge ot the mis sion and the v ideo. The interrogation was audio 
and video recorded. l^HMHHIB^rovided permissive authorization 
to search hie property, wherein multiple items of electronic media 
were seized. The results of examination of cha aforementioned 
electronic media. remain pending. Exhibits (35) through (37) pertain. 

^4-A£tei^dvlsement and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights, 
Wmmmama^VSHC. was interrogated. MM^aj on the^^^ 
mission during whi ch the urina tion video wee produced ae a Combat 
Engineer; however, ■■■^^■ienied any knowledge of the video or the 
acts depictedtherein until it was publicized via varioua media 
outlets, i — ^■de scribed the mission during which the video was 
produced. fBHHH^ovided a voluntary written sworn statement 
describing hie knowledge of the mission. The interrogation was audio 
and video recorded. Exhibit (3«) pertains. 

25. After advisement and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights, 
■■■■■MfeUSMC, ««■ interrogated. on th^^ 

mission during which the urination video was produced ae a HUMIKT 

Team v m<Sfnber; however, ■^■■■■fenied any knowledge * 
of the vide o or the acts d epicted therein until it was publicized via 

currently on terminal leave from the - 
C ‘ ^ Ascr ibed the m ission duri ng which the video was 

m—mm X/RICHARDS, -- — m 

ead^^^^s being depicted in the video. - ■■■■■■identified 

wmmmmm X/Ria(ARU, ■^■■■■ndflESH being 

Hn^“ e l ln / pparant " tg0 phy " Photograph s. After viewing the video 
during the Interrogatio n. ^— unabi. to identify the 
vidaogrjpher; howeve r, ■— ■elated it was nocO«* 

. VIHHHBB|)rovlded a voluntary written sworn 

;«e^a t f eaCtibin9 ^ iB knowU< ®' Qg the mission anTthe v^o S. 
interrogation was audio recorded, ■ , 

authorization to search his personal computer. A subsequent search 

caotiL^d n ^ >V,CeJr n0t reveal an V Photographs or videos pertinent to 
captioned investigation. Bxhiblta (39). and ( 40 ) pertain. 

After advisement and waiva r of h is Miranda rights. 

th« uTir, y’* waa interrogated. ■Bpras on tha raiasion durii^^Ihich 
the ucinatioj^idao was produced as an interpreter for ■■■■i 

nowever, ^M«nied any knowledge of the video or the acts denietJd 
UttUh. Vl.».d it it . ditit 9 Utility it 
' ®n^®*«®cribed the mission during which the video was 
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produced Jg^ldentified x/RiCRARDfl u being dapieead In tha 
video. ha received photographs of the three corpses 

depicted in the video by an unidentified Marine. MMprovldad a 
voluntary written sworn statement describing his knowledge of the 
mission an d the v ideo. The interrogation wae audio and video 
recorded. 'MMprovided permissive authorisation to search his 
porsonal computer, wherein it was seized by NCIS. An examination of 
the computer remains pending. (■■^provided permissive 
authorisation to review hie Facebook account i however, no information 
deemed pertinent to captioned investigation was discovered durino the 
review. Exhibits (41) through (45) pertain. 

2^^Afce^advisemenc and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights, 

USMC, 2nd Combat Engineer Battalion, Camp I^jeune, 

urinIcion n w^ r ° 9at8d ‘ ■ B ““ Wa3 on the raission during which the 
urination video was produced as a combat Engineer; however, 

^^■^^^denied any knowledge of the video or the acts depicted 
therein until he viawsd it on the news' on HJanl2. MBBI 
described tha miss ion dur ing which the video was produced. 
^^^Identified X/R1CHAADS, MH^and flMBAae 

in th ° Vld#0< «»P^dvised all membersTTeam 
Four had helmet cameras and t hat soma of tha Marines on the mieeion 
had point and shoot cameras. flPMMMPfc>rovidcd a voluntary written 
sworn statement describing his knowledge of the mission andcbe 
video. The interrogation was audio and video recorded. 
provided permissive authorization to search his property, wherein 
several items of electronic media ware seised by NCIS. The results 

ths aforementionsd electronic media remain pending. 
Exhibits (46) and (47) pertain. , a 

After advisement and waiver of his Miranda rights, flM 
uh 4 ^t^T CIV J interrogated, ■■■■^raa on the miasion during 
hi^^he urination video was produced as a Combat Engineer; however, 
•^■•denied any knowledge of the video or the eats depicted 
therein until he viewed it online in January 2012. ■■■■Separated 
from the USMCinNovember 2011 but was a Sg£ at th 

nro£e2d ^ M ^ dB BQrlbed c he mission d uring which tha vid eo was 
^ r0dUCed ' •^■■■Identified X/RICHARDS, ■■■■■band 

^^^^^Pasboi ng depict ed in che video. During a subsequent 

— » dm ** te * ^^tn g the video while on deployment 

JJrxSSS iSid to * few w "* # 9i{c " «»• Sisson. 

eam.,7^ ^ Crans£er from X/RICHARDS 1 digital 

camera memory card t o X/rich ards’ external hard drive via 

personal computer, ■■■^related during che transfer proces^^^ 

v/lrcuawnt video and "c xophy p hot ographs w hich dapictedfMHMMl 

corpses posing behlnt * 

corpses, ^^■padvised MM^renaned the video file to «Don*t 

ggassra ■saraa ssspt "*■* 

5gS^»SSfSSrs SSSSfZS =12L 

L ofi oxamina Cion Of Che aforementioned electronic media 
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remain pending. The second interrogation ofM^wg audio and 
video recorded. Exhibit* (46) through (S3) pe5ain7 

W^Aite^dviaemant and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights, 

USMC, T eam Pour, Scout sniper Plaeoon, 3/2,^!ae 

^ Wmm 9 * Nla an tha n iaaioH durin g which the 
urination video was produced; however, ^HHM^denied anv 

knowledge of the video or the acts depioted therein until it was 
posted online and publicised by the media. HBHBf described the 
which th . via.,, w«. 

... J — ■— ? ■»*- Y-W* to • 

believed X/RIC8ARDS, MH|»and T 

desoribinoThfflS^Td^ 1 * 18 ** * voluntar V Witten sworn statement * 
hi f knowledge of the mieeion and the video. «■■■■» 

provided permissive authorization to soarch his propert^Ihereirr 

wwmtaacior^of ® l ? ocronlfl *•"* were seised. The results of 
tS af orementioned electronic media remain pending. 

SSiS?" ti P ns <*«■■■•«•*. audio and video recorded. 
Exhibits (S3) through (S7) pertain. 

^O^AfterMsdviseraent and waiver of his Article 31(b) rights ■■fc* 

^UEMC, Team Four, Scout Sniper Platoon, 3/2,' was 

,*”® 9atBd - ^■■■■^was on the mission during which the 
urination video was produced; however, i ad 

brought to hie attention by command. current! „ 

terminal leave from the VSMC. scrihed 

during whic h the video 

x/ri charm, SBasbeina^,^ < 

xm5!^S e^J^dentlfie^h. voicee of 

recognize the voice of th^Ideomp^T l 55H™ilil^,| h ! d j d n0t 

ha^^lmec camera, — — j»ha d a camera, «H^»had 

; *? d *^" B,fchad X/RICHARDS- helmet camera. 

shhsws tars asr^aassrsr* 

aMiiSSsrrs to saarch u * wSESE i& 

£««£“ o^examination of 

Exhibita (36) th!o!TSr^:S. aUdi0 and Vid °° T ° COrded - 

W ! lve l°f hlB Atticl ° 3l(b > rights, M 
Atlantic, Norfolk, VA^ Se1«g«eT 

mlselon during which the urinuim , , ^BBUBBBH^wae on the 
Air e»«ai2,T5ar 1<i, ° "*»•«« 

jsafiaur wj th.r.ia Jiurtrtayrtsa* 

depicted in being 

.«««** tocrlbin, hi. WiwJ. 


lot* 
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video. fl^mHBBHHRP r °vided permissive authorization to conduct a 
eeasch of hi a pro perty, wherein a digital camera was seized. Result.e * 
of examination of ■■■■■■■^■camera remain pending. Exhibits 
(62) and (63) pertain. 


32. USMC, Weapons Company ,. 3/2. was 
interviewed. ■^■^I^HRas not on the mi ssion during which the 
urinaeion video was produced. ttMHBHHPadviatd he first learned 

of the video and. the acts depicted therein on Iii7anl2. 

reported he monitored ehe mission via an Aerostat surveillance 
system. l^BBIMBPadvioed he positively Identified ehe enemy 
personnel killed by the m ission partic ipants as armed enemy 
combatants, and informed ■■§■■■■ who was on the mission at the 
tima. ■■■■■■■confirmed the enemy killed in aetion were engaged 
in accordance with the Rul es of Eng agement, ■■■■■■■identified 

land ■■■fes being depicted in ehe video, 
provided a voluntary written sworn statement describing 
his knowledge of the mission and tha video. The interview waa audio 
and video recorded. Exhibit (64) pertains. 

33. Interrogations of mission participants revealed elements of 2nd 
Tank Battalion. Camp Lejeune, MC, supported the mission, assisted 
with the extraction of the misaion participants, and transported the 
corpses of the enemy killed in action on .cop of their tanks back to 
Patrol B ase 7171. A review of photographs and video found on^pfe 
■MM external hard drive resulted in Che discovery of photographs 
and video depicting ■■■■■ -X/RICHARDS end ■■■M riding on 
top of a tank. Specifically, one photograph depicts X/RICHARDS and a 
tank crewman, wherein corpses were visible between the photographer 
and X/RICHARDS and tha tank crewman. 2nd Tank Battalion personnel 
who supported the mission were identified and interviewed; however, 
all of the personnel denied any knowledge of any criminal acts 
associated with tha mission. Multiple 2nd Tank Battalion personnel 
provided voluntary written sworn statements, wherein t hey described 
their knowledge of the mission. ■■■■■■■■■■■ USMC, was 
identified as the tank crewman who wee* depicted in the photograph 
with x/richaRDS. Exhibits (65) through ( 74 ) pertain. 

34^^^car advisement and waiver of hi s Article 31(b) rights, ■■■ 
interrogated, ■■■■■■denied any knowledge of 
criminal acta associated with the mission and h e denied possessing 
any photographs of enemy corpses, ■■■■■■provided a voluntary 
written sworn statement describing his knowledge of the mission. The 
interrogation wae audio and video recorded. ■i■■■B■provided 
permissive authorization to conduct a search of his personal 
computer, wherein no photographs or video depicting enemy corpses 
were discovered. Exhibits (75) and (76) pertain. 

35. The interrogation of ■■■■■■■■revealed the existence of s 
group photograph which depicted all of th e mission participants at 
Patrol Base 7171. A review of ■■■■■external hard drive also 
resulted In the discovery of the aame group photograph. The results 
of the interrogations of tha mission participants revealed one 
individual depicted in the group photograph wae noe on che mission. 

The individual was identified as ■■■■■■■■^ usmc. who had 
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b««^Mign*d co 2nd Radio Baccolion at tha cine o £ the photograph. 
•JPMMis currently assigned to Marla* Special Operations Coemand. 
Camp Lejauna, MCi however, currently attending 

specialised training in Brunswick, MB. 0HM»*ill be interviewed 
rogirdiim hi# knowledge of thl relation ind It# participant# upon hi# 
return to Camp Lejeune, circa 3Wanl2. Exhibit (77) pertains. 

36. Interviews were conducted of numerous members of Scout Sniper 
Platoon, 3/2, who ware not on the mission. No pertinent information 
wae developed. Exhibits (78) through (84) pertain. 

37. The mission participants reportedly returned to Petrol Base 7171 
at the conclusion of the mission. Attempts were made to identify 
personnel who were also assigned co patrol Base 7171 in an attempt to 
conduct interviews of chose personnel relative to their knowledge of 
the mission and/or any criminal acta committed therein. However, 
attempts to identify personnel assigned to Patrol Base 7171 have 
heretofore been unsuccessful . Exhibits ( 85 ) and (88) pertain. 

? *' ■*■■■■■■■■■► OSMC. Hounded Warrior Battalion Bast, 
BetWjs^iD, was interviewed. MHBB^waa not on the mission. 
W^^HjVhad been assigned co Team Pour, Scout Sniper Platoon, as 
^Combat Engineer until he was wounded in combat on 2 3 . April, 

^ advi sed he beca me aware of cbe urination video on 11 JanlS . 
______Jp^idantified W— fr— — Fand — — being 

depicted in the video. ^■||^^provided a voluntary written 
sworn statem ent describin g his knowledge of the video and the 
deployment. ■MMHPprovide'd P* rniisalv « authorisa tion to review 
hi^acebook account, wherein measagee from #■■■■» and X/RICHARDs* 
RBHH^were reviewed. • Exhibit (87) pertains. 

39. Multiple interviews were conducted of 3/2 command leadership 
personnel regarding 3/2 's Afghanistan deployment. ^ 

Wmmvmc, was the Executive officer. 3/2 , f roa Jun^ Oj^T 
November 2011, and wae noe on the mieeion. ■■■■■Rwes 

cZlTZlt‘Trl r ^ h * adv ^ B<Kl h * raoaiC0Eed cho mieeion from the 
Combat Operations Center and described the mission as a -tremendous 

Miami thraa anamy corps## recovered during 

the mieeion ware brought to the Musa Qa'leh District Center to be 9 
biometri oally proces sed before being turned over to the Afghan 
polic V UHm^relaced ha assisted 

«««“• 3/>. « ttaiS^STSldinglh;' 

corpses before they were turned over to the ‘Afghan police. 

r i r tRry writt * a 8wora abatement describing?* 
knowledge of the mission and the video. Exhibit (88) pertains. 

wa^SstSa on the internet, 
identified being depicted in the video 

• vised he assisted with the disposition of enemy killSW^^Sf 
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once they arrived at the district center. According to 
the remains of the enemy were processed biometrioally before baina 
turned over to the Afghan Uniformed Police. OaBMHtbrovided a 
voluntary written sworn etatement des cribing hie knowledge of the 

TBS^JJrtaine^* 0 ' to ethics. Exhibit 


JhJHHWHBBHKEf 6 ' fiUrreac Bx «cutive Officer, 3/2, was 
j d u f 1 * 1 " not 00 6h * miMionj however, he 
cacribed tha former battalion c ommander’s commitment to "Bthlcal 
warrior •* training. 

•'emphaticelly and -effectively" pr ovided his intent and guidance to 

sailor ,Eva ^ Y aingia Marine and 

Sailor in the battalion knew the CO'o intent." sbhhm 

provided a voluntary written aworn statement describing 
commitment to "Ethical Warrior. » Additionally, 

beln3 depict8d in th « urination video. 

Exhibit (90) pertain*. 


r ' 0 SMC < Commandin g Officer, Kilo 

Company, 3/2, wao interviewed. aHaMuas not on eh* 
however, Team Pour, Scout Sniper Platoo n was placed in direct support 
of Kilo Company during the deployment, •■■■■■[^■tadvlsed ha 
remaine^at Patrol Base 7171 during the conduct of the mission 
HBHbported after the mission X/RICHARDS showed him a video 

engagement of enemy personnel by miesion participants. 
According to the video appeared to have been taken 

helme^amer^|vd the vide o was approx imately one minute in 

b eing depicted in. the 

urination video and he thought v /o-,,.,.. ...... 

possibly the other individuals depSS. •SBBlB^reSirted ZV* 
firs^earned of the video and the acts depicted therein on Ujanl2 

mmmmZS .’S'S'jaT °S« 

VHHM^eporced a member of the platoon was killed in action 
during th^eploymene flawing th * “rial service for the fallen 

th£m io ? d he “ddreesed the platoon and instructed 

their joba and not to -go crazy and loose 

behavior T 

voice" relative to Marinee doing the right thing. IHBHBMrelaced 
on 11 ^ 1 ^ ea> ^^i^urln a tio n v i_deo and th e actTdSEKlTLrein 
th- virt^« -^^^HP ldenCified •■■■*•• facing depicted in 
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related he first learn ed of the urination video and the acts depicted 
therein on UJanlJ. ■— ft i dentif ied ■— t andfj—— ft 
as being de picted in the video, ■■■■■■reported PMMB and 
MlBHHBboth received Navy Commendation Medals, with "V* device, 
and X/RICHardS was recommended for Bron ze Star Meda l, with a "V* 
device. Additionally, ■^■■■■■■dvisedftPBHMiHftWaB recommended 
for meritorious promotion to CySge while on deployment. ■■■■■ 
provided a voluntary written sworn statement describing his knowledge 
of the video, the battalion's commitment to ethical behavior and his 
knowledge of Scout Sniper Platoon personnel. Exhibit 03) .pertains. 

USMC, Weapon s Company, 3/2 . was interviewed. 
_|was not on the mission, ■■■■■■ftadvised he first 
learned of the urination video and the acts depicted therein on 
HJanl2. ■■■■■■■identified ■■■■■■■■■■and I 
as being depicted 'in the video. ■■■■■■provided a voluntary 
written sworn statement describing his knowledge of the video. 

Exhibit (94) pertains. 


46. 


>U3MC, Gunner, 3/3. waa Interv iewed. ■■■ 

wa 8 not on the miasion or the deployment. dHHBMMbdvised 
he learned of the urination video and acts depicted therein from m 
ft— — — ■ USMC, on m ania, while in the field at Camp 
Lejeune, NC. ■■^■■^^■related he g athered Marin es present who had 
been on 3/2 's Afghanistan deployment. advised he 

subsequently addressed three Marines regarding whether they had any 
knowledge about the video, wherein ■■■■■■appeared to be 
nervous and he indicated he had knowledge of the video, 
related he thought and —were depicted in the 

video. tgggBMPprovidcd a voluntary written sworn statement 
describing hie knowledge of the video and ■■■■■■■ft. The 
interview was audio and video recorded. Exhibits (95) and (96) 
pertain. 



I 7, OSMC, current Scout Sniper Platoon 

Commander. 3/2. was interviewed. ■■■■■■■was not on the mission 
or the deployment, ■■■■■■■advised he became aware of the 
urination video on iuanl2, after x/rxchards telephonically contacted 
him and related there was "a situat ion going on" and advised him 
someone had leaked a vide o, ■— ■■^reported he had aubeequent 
contact wlthlBHHmi^pbout video and that 
indicated he had knowledge of the video. 

late^viewe^che video on the local news an^identified ■■■■■O 
and "■■■ftaa being depicted in the video, ■■■^^^■iras 
subsequently re-interviewed, wherein he related when X/RICHARDS 
originally notified him of the situation, x/richards informedflMft 
■■■■Lt wae regarding a -possible video- and that eomethingTay 
have happened during the deployment. WBBMfc declined to V 
providea voluntary written sworn statement. Both interviews of ■■■ 
wMBI^were audio and video recorded. Bxhibits ( 97 ) and (98) 
pertain. 


48. Preliminary review o f video footag e depicting the mission, which 
aa apparently taken via ■■^^^■■■helmet camera, resulted in the 
discovery of footage depicting X/RICHARDS searching an enemy corpse. 
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i« hoard on tha footage implying he wished they had 
brought ■— p shic^" and c hat «wa c an juet Photoehop it in.* An . 
interrogation of HV^HHHftrevealed ■■■■may have been a tattoo 
artiat w ho worke d at Alien Art, Jacksonville, HC. 
related '■■■fchad sent tea shirts to other Marin as and wanted 
Marines to cake p hotograp hs with the tee shirts on the Forward 
Qperatin|^aae . w * 8 subsequently identified as 

«■■■■■ CIV, and he was interviewed. — — fct ascrS^^^ 
himself as the best friend of X/RICHARDS. mMMfeelated he 
became awa re of the uri nation video after it had been posted on tha 
Internet. ■■^■■phdvised he recognized X/RICHARDS as one of the 
individuals depicted. According to aeked X/RICHARDS 

if he wae depicted in the video, wherein X/RICHARDS reporeedly stated 
"Yeah, t'ra in the video but I can't talk about it. My lawyer advised 
me not to talk about it,” or words to chat effect. 
relat ed he never received an y photogr apha or videos from Afghanistan 
* r ® ra •^^^■■■■P E others. VBHBHB^declined to provide a 
voluntary written sworn statement or permissive authorization to 
aearoh his property. Exhibit (99) pertains. 


A9. A classified bard drive containing reporting of 3/2* s operations 
during their Afghanistan deployment was obtained. An examination of 
the data contained theroin for information relative to the mission 
during which the urination video was produced, ee well as the 
identities of the enemy killed in action and their ultimate 
disposition, and other pertlnene information ramaina pending. 

Exhibit ( 100 ) pertains. . 9 


50. Attempts to identify the enemy killed in action who were 
depicted in the urination video via Department of Defense databases 
have been unsuccessful to data. Exhibit (101) pertains. 


® X * ' uaa identified as tha Daw Enforcement 
Professional for 3/2's deployment and as potentially having been 
associated with the disposition of detainees and the remains of enemy 
combatants in Afghanistan. Initial contact wieh Wl^Meonfirmsd 

VjZV 1 ?* ralativ * co detain ees and a nemy remains 
during 3/2 a deployment. An interview of ■■■■pis expected to be 
conducted circa OlFebll. — — — ^ v 



52. Attempts to obtain any potential unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 
.***? aurv * lllanea footage and radio transmissions pertaining to the 

mission were unsuccessful. UAV missions were conducted in the area 

tfkan' !!£ I h ? Mavar ' Lt surveillance footage had been 

taken of the mission it was subsequently deleted on OlOccll. 

deleted^in* al \?* V footaa * and associated mission reports were 
V tOTt 60 tX " di9ital ***** storage space. 
Additionaliy, it was determined radio transmissions had not been 
maintained since December 2010 . Exhibits (102) and (103) pertain. 

53. 


The Servic^Record Books for ■■■■■■ X/RICHARDS, 

.. reviewed. The reviews did not result in the" 

discovery of any information directly related co captioned 

nonS^° n ' ?T VOr ' X/RICHARDS «*• identified as having rsceived 
onjudieial punishment for violating Artiel# 134 (Discharging a 
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through negligence), of the Uniform Cods of Military Justice, 
zxhiblca (|04) anc^ ( 105 ) pertain. 

54. Reviews of FacebooJe accounts of mission participants were 
conducted. However, no information deemed pertinent to oaptloned 
investigation was discovered. Exhibit (io«) pertains. 

55. u.S. Central Command General Order IB and 12 ME? (Forward) 
General Order 1A were obtained. 8och General Orders prohibit 
photographing or filming casualties. Exhibits (107) and (108) 


55. Commander, Marine Corps Forces Central Command (MARFORCENT) , has 
been designated by the Commandant of the Marine Corps as tha 
Consolidated Disposition Authority for tha alleged desecration of 
corpses by u.s. Marines in Afghanistan. Exhibit ( 103 ) pertains. 

Deputj^taf^Judge Advocate, II MBF, 

as three USMC judge advo cates who wo re aseoeis eed with 3/2 's 

deployment . g— — ■ » u 3 MC, He adquarters and 
Service Battalion, hqmc, was interviewed. noc 

Wi ^ Ch °, mi3sion buc wa th * deplS^ISt and provided 
training for 3/2 prior to and during the deployment. 

described the training as Rules of Engagement, Law of Armed Conflict, 
MH^OdaofConduet training. Additionally, •■■■■^described 
HHBHHPcommicraenc to othlca and related MHiof ten used 
the phrase -lone voice- relative to Marine, coming forward to r«£t 
inappropriate and/or unethical behavior. ^^Hkrovlded l 
volu ntary written sworn statement describ ing the trai ning he provided 
and «BBBH^M»c 0 mmlcment to ethics. MMBHfcrovided trainino 
materials he ueed to conduct the aforementioned training. The 
materials will be detailed in future reporting upon receipt of the 
Resident Agency camp Lejeune. Exhibits* ( 110 ) and 

58. Examinations of electr onic media obtained froml 

SJS#*? 4 <Ualt f 1 " r,) * mmmrnmi***. end 
(digital camera) did not result in any information pertinent to 
captioned investigation. Exhibits (112) through (114) pertain. 

S9^Thia investigation remains pending an Interview of 
IMirySMC. Scout Sniper Platoon, 3/2, in Michigan. 4lMBH»was 
not on the mission but may be associated with members ofTeai^our 
well as ocher mission participants. Forensic examination of 
electronic media obtained from mission participants, as well as from 
remains pending, completion of the review of photograph 
and video files recovered from electronic media remains pending a 
IT?*" °f “ * «PR hard drive obtained from 3/2 perJSniSa C J 

ch^nieeion an^hedeploymenc remains pending. Interviews of 5 

pending. An interview of 

duK^L^L?* 8 Che UW B “ foream « nt .Professional assigns^^/j 
duringtha deployment, remains pending. An interview of 

sH^^Broio was included in a group photograph taken of 

P *" l01p "“ “ Mt ~ 1 »«« <■£«« th, mission, i»,r»3 g . 
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